needs development as a basis of the 
humanist faith among a great vari- 
ety of persons. It could accommodate 
a vast amount of difference, pro- 
vided with a matrix, public and 
communicative, in which men could 
express, handle, and grow rich 
through their differences, including 
the “ideological” ones. 


—Howarp Parsons 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


Honest Doust 
To the Editor: 


I disagree strongly (neither “com- 
pletely” nor half-heartedly) with the 
article by E. B. Weiss (The Human- 
ist, No. 2, 1963). It is certainly nec- 
essary to stick to one’s guns in the 
face of opposition and unsurmount- 
able odds, but Mr. Weiss would 
seem (yes, seem) to advocate being 
impervious to logic as well. While 
it is necessary to have firm and 
firmly expressed opinions, it is (“I 
suspect”) even more common to 
have ideas that warrant the term 
“suspicion.” 

I have had new ideas from time 
to time with little proof of their 
validity; should I adopt a dogmatic 
attitude out of principle? I have and 
shall continue to have opinions in 
fields where my knowledge is nec- 
essarily limited; but to be firm in 
them would be to limit future 
knowledge by present ignorance. Of 
course, we cannot avoid responsi- 
bility for certain decisions by plead- 
ing ignorance. Nor can we always 
in good conscience be “tolerant.” 

But we need “suspicions,” “opin- 
ions,” and “convictions.” We need 
to be able to act decisively in the 
face of opposition and our own 
doubt (without, however, suppres- 
sing doubt). We also need the abili- 
ties to doubt, to be cautious, to re- 
examine, to change, and to suspend 
judgment. And anyone who can’t 
muster “the slightest doubt” has 
very little imagination, to say the 
least. 


—PetTer Dvorak 


Portland, Oregon 
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Many Happy Ho.ipays 
To the Editor: 


Dr. Thomas Ford Hoult’s “Ah- 
mer-eekan Religion” in the Sep- 
tember-October issue was a delight; 
the absurdities in our national cele- 
brations at which it hints are all 
too true. But let’s not blot out any 
of those colorful holidays that bring 
so much pleasure to so many. Let 
us tolerate even the commercial as- 
pects, within limits. 

Let the dart still pierce the heart; 
the rabbit continue to lay eggs, and 
the ladies parade in their spring 
finery. Let wreaths be laid, bugles 
blow; let the mortarboard, gown, 
and roll gladden the hearts of kin 
and friends assembled; let the bride, 
in virgin white, and the groom ex- 
change their vows; let the marchers 
march, the bands play, the flag 
wave, the pyrotechnics light up the 
evening sky; let the witch ride her 
broom, the goblins scare the wits 
out of us, the ghosts roam, and the 
pumpkin-face at the window grin; 
let the bird make its grand entry 
and grace the groaning board; let 
the lights on the tree reflect in the 
eyes of happy children; let gifts be- 
neath pile high and the carolers sing. 
And don’t let anyone kill that jolly 
old fellow whose belly shakes like 
a bowlful of jelly! 

Christmas has become a general 
holiday—a time for good cheer, for 
gift-giving; for jollity, as well as for 
solemn religious observance. The 
tree, the wreaths, Santa, and all 
the other symbols associated with 
Christmas, have been traced to pagan 
origin, and there are Christians 
and others who object to them for 
that reason. 

And do let me extend the Season’s 
Greetings, and—when the hour 
strikes, the whistles blow and liba- 
tions flow—wish each and everyone 
of my fellow Humanists a Healthy, 
Happy, and Bountiful 1964. 


—ADELE SCHMITZ 
New York 
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